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the Town of the Bamangwato with a coldly
polite request for " tribute/' Sekhome's answer
was as daring as it was heathenish* He killed
the lot, and so pledged himself and his tribe to
independence.
Thus Sekhome " dug himself in " as Chief of
the Bamangwato, and seated himself in the
throne of his fathers* It was a difficult position,
and called for qualities of courage, cunning, and
strength* Although but a generation has
passed since these things happened, it is diffi-
cult to make people realise to-day the meaning
of savage rule. Its outstanding feature was
sheer devilish cruelty, absolute despotism. The
chief possessed complete and unrestrained
power of life and death over all his subjects.
Chaka, the Zulu chief, whose name still lives in
memories of terror, would kill people for the
merest trifle. If a man sneezed in his presence,
Chaka would immediately order him to be
killed. On one occasion he killed ofi all the
old men of a kraal, saying that they were of no
use, and only consumed food that was needed
for his soldiers. At the death of his mother, he
ordered the death of every mother in Zululand,
and was only appeased when some seven thou-
sand were murdered- Fiendish and indescribable
irare some of the tortures and punishments
inflicted by Pingaan, Cetewayo, Lobengula,
and Btuau.
Sekhome apparently did not distinguish him-
self in the same way, for the Bechuana were not
so notorious as the Zulu and the Matebele for
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